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. Forever gliding .
- Editing

The albatross is an amazing seabird. It spends most of its life soaring above the
water. The only time albatrosses ever go ashore is when they lay eggs and raise their
chicks. Groups (called ‘colonies’) of the birds build nests on isolated Antarctic islands. A
single large white egg is laid in a bowl-shaped nest built from plants and soil. sometimes
the nest is just a patch of bare ground.

A young albatross grows slowly. It takes at least four months for it to develop all
the feathers it will need to fly. Once it’s able to fly, the albatross will spend the next five to
ten years out at sea. The albatross can glide for hours at a time, without flapping its long
narrow wings. To stay in the air like this, it needs windy weather. In calm weather the
albatross has trouble keeping its heavy body in the air, so it rests on the water and floats
like a cork. It feeds on samll squid and fish. But it will also follow fishing boats and eat
scraps that are thrown overboard.

Some kinds of albatrosses are brown, but most of them are white with some brown
or black markings on their bodies or wings. Albatrosses are the largest of all flying birds.
In fact, the wandering albatross has the largest wingspread amongst living birds. The
wings of a wandering albatross can measure 3.4 metres from tip to tip.

Albatrosses live very long lives and are one of the few species of bird that die of old

age.
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SEARCH LIGHT

DID YOU KNOW ? Which

of the
following can
be said about
an albatross ?
a) It spends most

In the past,
sailors believed
albatrosses had
special powers.
They believed

that killing the of’its time on land.
bird would bring b) Iteatsotherbirds.
bad luck. ¢) It goes to land only
to lay eggs.
A A A/ AAs LAAAAAAAAAAAAA-

Albatrosses use their long wings to soar and
glide on air currents. They can stay in the air
for hours without flapping their wings. The
black-browed albatross, shown here in flight,
has a dark marking around the eye that
makes it look as though it is frowning.
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Never give advice, unless asked. - German Proverb
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